• Is ageing a common mechanism of age-related diseases? • How can the breakthroughs in regenerative medicine and stem cell biology help in promoting healthy lifespan? • What are other ways to achieve this goal?
The scientific part of the meeting included nine oral and one poster sessions and two keynote lectures presented by Vera Gorbunova (''Cancer resistance and exceptional longevity'') and Nir Barzilai (''Discovering longevity genes and their target''). The oral sessions were as follows (for each session, presented are the relevant papers included in this special issue):
Session 1: Integrative view on ageing and related pathology (Demetrius and Driver 2013; Mitnitski et al. 2013; Rattan 2013) . Chairs: Suresh Rattan (Denmark) and Vadim Fraifeld (Israel). Session 2: Stem cells, induced pluripotency and tissue remodeling (Grafi 2013; Khokhlov 2013; Phanthong et al. 2013; Phelps et al. 2013; RavehAmit et al. 2013) . Chairs: András Dinnyés (Hungary) and Gideon Grafi (Israel). Session 3: Fibroproliferative repair-an emerging challenge of the 21st century (Sagiv and Krizhanovsky 2013; Thannickal 2013; Ziesche et al. 2013) . Chairs: Victor J. Thannickal (USA) and Rolf Ziesche (Austria). Session 4: Cellular senescence, immunoaging and immunocorrection (Konstantonis et al. 2013; Sagiv and Krizhanovsky 2013) . Chairs: Graham Pawelec (Germany) and Doron Melamed (Israel). Session 5: Novel strategies for the treatment of neuro-and muscle-degeneration (Buga et al. 2013; Phelps et al. 2013; Fiol-deRoque et al. 2013; Yeh et al. 2013) . Chairs: Jose Julio Rodrigez (Spain) and Abraham Reznick (Israel). Session 6: Genetics and epigenetics of ageing and longevity (Gentschew et al. 2013 Lezzerini et al. 2013) . Chairs: Gil Atzmon (USA) and Almut Nebel (Germany). Session 7: Biomarkers and signatures of ageing (Duran et al. 2013; Mitnitski et al. 2013 On the whole, the meeting provided a unique arena for discussing these principle issues, exchanging the ideas, and developing new contacts between researchers. A special emphasis was placed on the mechanistic links between aging and age-related pathology, many of which are associated with an imbalanced fibroproliferative repair. One of the major conclusions of the meeting is that understanding and combating the agerelated diseases and fibroproliferative disorders in particular could be achieved only in the context of aging-a view which could lead for developing new strategies in biomedical research and health policy.
Not only the recognized scientists but also many young researchers, graduate and even undergraduate students actively participated in the meeting work. Three of them were awarded by the Young Investigator Prize:
• Friederike Flachsbart (Institute of Clinical Molecular Biology, Christian-Albrechts-University, Kiel, Germany): Beyond the forkhead (First Prize for the oral presentation).
• Hadas Raveh-Amit (Biotalentum Ltd, Godollo, Hungary): Cancer stem cells networks and protein misfolding (Second Prize for the oral presentation).
• Hagai Yanai (Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, Beer-Sheba, Israel): Slow but steady wins the race (Prize for the best poster).
The full programme and abstracts are available at the congress website: http://biogerontology.wix.com/ resolve This special issue of Biogerontology compiles invited review articles, research papers, opinions and methods presented at the 8th ECB, but which had gone through the proper peer-reviewing process before acceptance for publication.
